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Attention is called to the fact that copies of the principal 
publications of the Board of Trade, a list of which is 
given on p. vil. of the advertisement section of this 
issue of the “Board of Trade Journal,” may now be 
purchased from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, London, E.C., as well as from those agents 
whose names are given at the head of the same page. 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


In a notice on p. 384 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Hastcheap, H.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 

At the latter address (73, Basinghall Street) : 

A Representative for India will attend daily. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada will 
attend daily by appointment. 

A Representative for Queensland will attend daily 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


The Commercial Agency for New South Wales 
remains at 49, Hastcheap, and it is open daily from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Directors of the Bengal and North Western Railway Com- 

pany, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 

Girder Bridges. for the supply of:—95 40-ft, 8 60-ft., and 
9 80-ft. girder bridges. 

Specification with form of tender and Company’s general condi- 
tions of contract may be obtained from. the Company’s office, 237, 
Gresham House, Old Broad Street, London, E.C., on payment of a 
fee of 10s., which will not be returned. 
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Tenders are to be delivered in sealed envelopes addressed to the 
Managing Director, marked on the outside “Tender for Girder 
Bridges,” and lodged not later than noon on Monday, the 6th day 
of June, 1904. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 


any tender. 





CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
ia . trade received at the Canadian Government 
ra ene a Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
’ information regarding them may be obtained :-— 


Home Engquiries.—A firm of brick and tile manufacturers are 
desirous of communicating with Canadian exporters of stoneware 
clay used in the manufacture of glazed pipes. They also wish to 
have a patent self-centreing pipe introduced to the Canadian 
market. 

The names of the leading Canadian fish curers and importers of 
salt have been asked for by a London firm. 

A London firm of mineral and metallurgical agents desire to 
obtain the sole agency of some Canadian mines. They can also 
act as agents for the refined or crude metals, including nickel, 
copper, tungsten, molybdenum, &c., and for non-metallic minerals 
such as asbestos and mica. 

A West of England firm are prepared to receive consignments 
of Canadian cider to sell on commission, or to purchase outright. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

is ; Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

ropa oe Curator of which Section further information 
* may be obtained :-— 

Home Enquiries.—A firm possessing a large staff of travellers and 
agents are prepared to represent a first-class Canadian producer of 
fruit pulps and to undertake agencies in general produce. 

Enquiry is made for the addresses of Canadian shippers of hides. 

A firm in a position to deal with consignments of bacon, cheese, 
fruit, flour, and other produce, wish to correspond with Canadian 
shippers. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian firm wish to communicate with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery twine, who are not 
already represented in Canada. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 53 of the “ Board of ‘Trade of 

Journal” of the 14th April, as to the proposed 

“tchemenaien oh introduction into the Cape Parliament of a Bill 

Cane T to‘obtain authority for the development of the 

oP, Sore. watér supply of Cape Town, the Board of Trade 

have received from Mr. ‘H..J. Cattell, their correspondent at Cape 

Town, a communication ‘enclosing’ the ‘text ‘of' this’ Bill, ‘and a 

collection of reports: by ‘various enginéers to the’ Corporation of 

Cape Town, as tothe best methods for augmenting the water 
supply of that city. 

The scheme set forth in the Bill entails an initial expenditure 
of about 2,000,000. ; it is proposed to obtain the increased supply 
from the surplus flood water of the Wolvenhoek River and tribu- 
tary streams in Berg Rivers: Hoek, near French Hoek Valley in 
the Division of ‘the Paarl. 

The documents forwarded by Mr. Cattell may be seen by. those 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, at 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. . and 5 p.m: (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. A 1 p.m.). 


Construction of 


According to a recent report by the Belgian Consul-General at 
Cape Town, the importation of traction engines 
and motor wagons for industrial purposes is 
destined to increase greatly in’ South Africa. 
A large number are likely to be required in the 
mining industry alone. 

Although steam motors will always be in great demand, the 
advantages possessed by gas and oil motors are generally recog- 
nised, and there are places where their employment is indis- 
pensable. In many districts the only available water rapidly 
incrustates, rendering the use of steam boilers undesirable. In 
these places, therefore, gas or oil motors will have to be resorted 
to. The former are likely to be used in towns, as in the country 
their advantages would be neutralised by the difficulty. of obtaining 
gas. 

The superior advantages possessed. by gas and oil motors are not 
sufficiently appreciated at the present time in South Africa. - The 
reason for this is the'prevailing ignorance as to their mechanism 
amongst possible buyers, who, on the other hand, are thoroughly 
conversant with all the details of a steam engine. The Consul- 
General suggests that manufacturers should endeavour to spread a 
knowledge of the working of gas and oil motors, and advertise 
their manifold advantages. He also insists on the advisability of 
sending none but high-class machines of solid finish, as repairing 
shops are only to be found in the large towns. 


Traction Engines 
and 
Motor Wagons. 
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NATAL. 

The Board of Trade have received a communication from Mr. 
Cast Iron A. D. C. Agnew, their Correspondent at Port 
Water Pipes Natal, in which he states that the Corporation 
Pes. —_ of Dundee have acquired through a Johannes- 
burg firm four miles of 9-in. cast iron water pipes. The total cost 
of the works to be carried out, including the building of a reservoir 

to contain 16,000,000 gallons of water, will be about 12,0001. 

In the opinion of Mr. Agnew, it is probable that other towns 
and villages in Natal will construct similar works during the next 
few years, and makers of pipes might find it worth while to appoint 
some person in the Colony to send in tenders on their behalf in 
case of need. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting on behalf of the 
Railwa Federated Malay States Railways, invite tenders 
Mate sade from manufacturers for the supply of :— 
; 1. About 2,490 tons steel rails (60 lb.) and 
fishplates ; and 

2. About 22 tons fish bolts and nuts and 67 tons dog spikes. 

Specifications and conditions of contract can be obtained at the 
Office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (Saturdays 10 to 1). 
A charge of 11. will be made for each specification, and will not be 
returnable in any circumstances. 

Tenders to be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., not later 
than noon on Wednesday, Ist June, endorsed ‘“‘'Tender for Per- 
manent Way Materials.” 

The Crown Agents do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 





EGYPT. 

A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade from the Director 

Cocoanut Oil. of Supplies, War Office, Cairo, notifying that 
tenders are invited for the supply to the 

Egyptian Ministry of War of 50 tons of cocoanut oil, of the best 
quality, pure and fresh, and refined in England; to be delivered 
at the War Department Stores, Tourah, free of all expenses except 


Customs dues, as follows :-— 
20 tons by the end of August, 1904. 


me 55 September, 1904. 
ee el » October, 1904. 
|. - », November, 1904, 


or earlier should the contractor desire to do so. 
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The oil must be delivered in cases and tins; tins to contain 
about 13 okes net each (oke = 36 lbs. avoirdupois). 

A sample of about 1 lb. is to be submitted with the tender and 
the name of the manufacturer is to be stated in the tender. 

Tenders must be submitted to the Financial Secretary, War 
Office, Cairo, on stamped paper before 12 noon on the 28rd June 
next, and should be in sealed envelopes marked “ Tender for supply 
of Cocoanut Oil at Tourah.” Quotations are to be made in current 
Egyptian money per ton of 812 okes. 

A copy of the specification may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 78, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


MALTA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, a notice to the effect that sealed 
tenders will be received at the office of the 





Tenders for 


Bl Receiver-General and Director of Contracts, 
Pipes, &c Valletta, up to 11 am. on Friday, the 17th 


| June next, for the supply of glazed earthenware 
pipes, &c. ‘Tenders received after the said date and hour will not 
be considered. Tenders are to be accompanied with a deposit of 
100/., to be made in the office of the Crown Agents by tenderers 
residing in Great Britain, not having a representative in Malta, 
and in the office of the Receiver-General and Director of Contracts 
by local tenderers. The tenderer whose offer is accepted shall be 
held to have bound himself to an agreement, and may be com- 
pelled to carry out the obligations arising from his tender, even 
though he may not have signed a formal contract. The Govern- 
ment does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender. 

Particulars, specifications, &c., may be obtained on application 
to the Superintendent of Public Works, in Malta, or to the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London. 


NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 
Consul at Amsterdam, reporting that on 





Iron noe nag Wednesday, 15th June next, the Netherlands 

os 8, Minister for the Colonies will be prepared to 

and waggons. —§ eceive tenders for the supply of the following 
material :— 


Contract No. 352.—The ironwork for six turntables. 

Contract No. 353.—The ironwork for nine pillars. 

Contract No. 354.—The ironwork for syphons. 

Contract No. 355.—60,000 short bolts, with nuts, and 90,000 


long bolts, with nuts and rings. 
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Contract No. 356.—500,000 soft steel hook-bolts. 

Contract No. 357.—100,000 zinced soft-steel tirefonds. 

Contract No. 358.—206,000 soft-steel plates. 

Contract No. 359.—Zinced iron-wire. 

Contract No. 360.—Zinced iron supporters for isolators. 

Contract No. 361.—Soft steel. 

Contract No. T'10.—88 wagons for salt briquettes. 

Particulars may be obtained from Mart Nijhoff, Bookseller, The 
Hague, on payment of :— 

Fl. 0°50 (10d.) for Contracts Nos. 359, 360, and 361. 

Fl. 1 (1s. 8d.) for Contracts Nos. 354, 355, 356, 357, 358 
and T'10. 

Fl. 3 (5s.) for Contract No. 352. 


FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of the 16th May announces that 
tenders are invited for the supply of paper to 
Paper. the Government printing works, for three years 
from the Ist January, 1905. The adjudication 
will take place in one of the rooms of the “ Imprimerie Nationale,” 
at 3 p.m., on the 15th June. Tenders must be handed to the 
Director or his deputy, between 2.30 and 3 p.m. on the day of 
adjudication. 
Specifications and samples of the paper required are on view at 
the “Imprimerie Nationale” (Bureau da matériel), where they 
may be inspected between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. until 


the 14th June. 








FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


The “ Journal Officiel de l’Indo-Chine Frangaise” of 31st March 

Construction of a 2220U2ces that tenders are invited for the 

Hauline Sli construction of a hauling slip at the port of 
6 eP sHaiphong. 

The adjadication will take place at Haiphong, 
two days after the arrival of the Messageries Maritimes mail-boat, 
which is due to leave Marseilles on the 7th August, 1904, A 
deposit of 10,000 francs (about 400/.) is required to qualify any 
tender. 

Documents containing full particulars of the project may be 
consulted at the French Colonial Office (Department of the 
Inspectorate-General of Public Works); and at Hanoi, Haiphong 
and Saigon. 

The “ Journal” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


at Haiphong. 
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SPAIN. 


The Vice-Consul at Gijon states that in the district of Cangas de 

Tineo exist large forests of oak (Quercus Robur), 
Tanning Industry. where mills have been started for felling and 

working the timber, and the waste from these 
mills can be obtained at a price not exceeding 5 pesetas per ton 
and in sufficient quantities yearly-for establishing a factory to 
produce a tanning extract. This should be a profitable business 
in a district where labour is to be had very cheap. (foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,165.) 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th May contains a notice calling 
Electric for tenders, which will be opened at noon on 
Tramway Plant 15th July next, for the concession to construct 
‘and work for 60 years an electric tramway 

from Sarrié (Province of Barcelona) to the foot of the Vallvidrera 
Mountain. The competition will turn in the first place on a 
reduction from the rates of fares stated, and in the second place on 
a reduction from the number of years for which the concession is 
to be held. It is noted that, at equal rates, the Compafiia- 
General de Tranvias de Barcelona have certain preferential rights. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th May contains a notice calling for 

tenders, which will be opened at the Parque de 
Old Metal on Sale. Artilleria at Corunna, at 10 a.m. (to be presented 

half an hour earlier) on 25th June, for the pur- 
chase of some 480 tons of old metal, chiefly bronze, iron and brass, 
partly old ordnance. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of the 
amount of the metal tendered for at the upset prices, which are 
given in the “ Gaceta,” is required to qualify any tender. 


The ‘“ Gacetas ” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





GREECE. 


On p. 368 will be found an extract from a report by H.M. Consul 
intee Stee, Pireeus, in which reference is made to the 
Light : ites demand which is likely to arise in Greece for 

5 y- mining plant, as the mineral resources of the 
country are further developed, and to the necessity for the con- 
struction of light railways for the conveyance of the mining plant 
from the coast and of the minerals from the mines. 
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BULGARIA. 
According to the “ Bollettino delle Finanze,” a Bill has been 
' passed by the Bulgarian National Assembly 
Ph ose A authorising the Government to enquire into 


the best means of constructing a railway across 
the Balkans; and to effect a loan in order to carry out this work. 
The suggested line, starting from Tirnovo, will pass through the 
rich coal beds of Trewna, and effect a junction with the two 
existing railways which run parallel with the Balkan range, either 
at Stara Zagora, or, according to a more recent scheme, at Nova 
Zagora. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


H.M. Consul at Trebizond, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Arti Office, remarks that most of the catalogues sent 
pulses net to his office are for heavy and costly machiner 
wanted at P h ) y ne 
Trebizond. and -SUC_48 Steam engines and dynamos, for which 
seeataih een there is absolutely no demand. Among the 
ted goods that find a more ready sale are the 
a following, the prices for which should compare 
favourably with those from Austria-Hungary, Germany and 
France :—Earthenware, glassware, enamelled ware, &c.; cutlery, 
tools, scythes, &c.; nails, locks, hinges, &c.; bedsteads, stoves, 
lamps, &c.; tiles, cements, firebricks, &c.; paints, dyes, drugs, 
&c.; oilcloths, mattings, carpetings, &c.; groceries, preserves, 
confectioneries, &c.; haberdashery, millinery, hosiery, &c.; toilet 
requisites, soaps, perfumery, &c.; rubber and leather goods; 
stationery and fancy articles. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


3,160.) 





COSTA RICA. 


On p. 365 will be found a reference to a Decree, issued by the 

Costa Rican Government, with a view to 

encourage the development of lighting by 

sugar-cane alcohol. By this Decree, import 

Aleohol to Indus- duties are to be placed on petroleum and 

twial Purposes carbide of calcium entering Costa Rica, and the 

‘ duties on lamps and apparatus used in the 

application of alcohol to industrial and domestic purposes are to 
be removed. 


Lamps and 
Apparatus used in 
the application of 





CHILE. 

With reference to the notice published in the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 21st April last, p. 109, and to 

Paving Works. previous notices, a despatch has been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at 

Santiago, reporting that the Municipality have accepted the only 
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tender made for a portion of the paving of that city not likely to 
be much interfered with by the new drainage works. 

The Trinidad asphalte which has been adopted by the Munici- 
pality is considered as likely to suit the climatic conditions of 
Santiago. It has been employed in some cities of the United 
States, in a great part of Buenos Aires and of Lima, and, according 
to information obtained, has been adopted by Rio Janeiro, La Plata 
and other cities. 

A copy of H.M. Minister’s despatch, containing details of the 
contract, may be seen on application at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





ARGENTINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Harbour Works "¢P0rt by H.M. Consul at Rosario, containing 
; the following particulars as to the new harbour 
at Rosario. “Sax 
works at Rosario :— 

The firm who have obtained the tender undertake to construct 
port works at Rosario in accordance with the plans approved by 
the Federal Government, at a cost (inclusive of expropriations to 
be made by Government) of 11,600,000 dols. gold (2,320,000/.). 

The work will include all up-to-date accessories, including 
dredgers, repairing plant, construction of sheds (goods deposits), 
railway plant, weighing bridges, embankments, levelling, paving, 
lighting and dredging of channel in the port, &e. 

The contract will last for 40 years, at the end of which period 
the entire works and all accessories are to be handed over to the 
Government in good condition. 

The whole works are to be completed within seven years from 
the time of signing the contract. 

The total frontage of the works is fixed at 24 miles, of which 
14 miles must be of stone and 1 mile of wood. ‘The channel in 
front of the wharves is to be dredged so as to give a breadth of 
half a mile, with a depth of 23 feet at low water. Reclaimed land 
is to be filled in and levelled. The sand banks now obstructing 
part of the port are to be removed by dredging. 

H.M. Consul’s report may be seen by those interested on 
application at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


H.M. Consul at Rosario in his report for 1903 states, with regard 
Threshing to agricultural machinery, that the machine 
Machines most in use, and which has hitherto had the 
largest sale among the grain farmers, is that 

known as the ‘“ Header,” but during the recent harvest some of the 
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ARGENTINA—centinued. 


“Stripper ” class were used for the first time, and it is believed by 
some merchants that the economical working of the latter, as 
compared with other machines, must induce farmers to give 
preference to them. 

The “Stripper” is said to have a great advantage over the 
‘* Header,” inasmuch as it cuts, threshes, and places the grain in 
the bag. The Consul adds: ‘1 am informed what is most required 
in a country like this, where wages during harvest are exceedingly 
high, is a machine that is self-feeding, 2.e., a light portable machine 
that will feed itself from the stack without the labour of from 15 
to 20 men, as required by the present system. Jor the inventor 
of such a machine, there is, I am informed, a fortune in store.” 


As regards the storage of grain, the Consul states that notwith- 
standing the large area under cultivation, the 

Grain Sheds. quantity of grain produced, and the fact that 

trade and commerce depend so much on the 
result of the harvests, it is remarkable that no adequate provision 
is made for storing grain. 

Not unfrequently both farmers and grain dealers suffer serious 
losses through the grain becoming damaged by exposure to the 
weather. This want of storage has frequently in the past been 
the cause of grain being shipped in a damp condition. 

The building of grain sheds should offer a profitable investment 
and would be favourably received by farmers, as it would enable 
them to hold their grain instead of disposing of it as soon as 
possible. 

The National Government are about to oblige the various 
railways to erect sheds at all their stations as required by law, and 
this will in a measure remedy the evil, but still leave a large margin 
for private enterprise. 


In the same report the Consul calls attention to the fact that 
British goods to the value of about 68,258/. were 
Indian Goods received from India during the year 1903. 
‘ These imports consisted principally of rice, 
twine, tea and silk. This trade, adds the Consul, might be im- 
proved by Indian merchants availing themselves of the list of 
Rosario importers and agents, furnished to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., with a view to extend their connection with traders 
in Argentina. 


H.M. Consul at Rosario also reports that local requirements offer 
a ready market for the following articles :— 
Agricultural machinery and _ implements, 
general hardware, ships’ stores, twine, paints, 
oils and varnishes, cement, firearms, drugs and perfumery, corru- 


Local require- 
ments at Rosario, 
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ARGENTINA—continued. 


gated iron, good wire for fences, electrical appliances, stationery, 
rice, light bicycles, sewing machines, lumber, kerosene, glassware, 
crockery, soap, dry goods, prints, &e. -» Spices, tinned provisions, 
hats, hosiery, clothing, bazaar and fancy goods. (Foreign Office, 
Annual. Series, 3,157.) 





GUATEMALA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Railwa Minister for the Central American Republics, 
Eau; - transmitting a summary drawn up by H.M. 
ere Consul at Guatemala of a coricession granted 
by the Government to Messrs. Minor OC. Keith of New York and 
William C. van Horne of Montreal, and approved by the National 
Assembly, for the completion of the Northern Railway to the City 
of Guatemala and for the subsequent working of the whole line 
from Puerto Barrios to Guatemala. The line, for the construction 
of which the Government concede very advantageous terms, is to 
be completed and open for traffic within’ three and a half years 
from the date of contract, and on its completion the Government 
guarantee interest for a period of fifteen years at 5 per cent. on» 
the fixed capital. 

The particulars contained in the summary may be seen by 
persons interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


SPAIN. 
The ‘‘ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of the 7th May states that 
Exhibition of 3” exhibition of mineral products and hydraulic 
Mineral Products machinery will be opened at Barcelona on the 
25th September. 


nm + aR The object of the exhibition is to make known 
mavighen Fr: the mineral resources of Catalonia and the 


Balearic Islands, and the hydraulic works which 
might be developed in these districts, showing, at the same time, 
machinery and material employed in mines and hydraulic works. 

The exhibition will include an international section for machinery 
and materials applicable to the miming and metallurgical indus- 
tries, classified as follows :—(1) apparatus for dealing with mineral 
ores ; (2) apparatus used in metallurgical industries ; (3) apparatus 
used in hydraulic works ; (4) apparatus used in electro-metallurgical 
industries. 

Applications for space will be received at the office of the 
“Fomento del Trabajo Nacional,” 4 Plaza de Santa Ana, Barce- 
lona, until the 1st August ; exhibits will be received until .the 1st 
September. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 

South Africa.—A communication has been received from Mr. E. 
J. Cattell, correspondent at Cape Town, of the Commercial In- 
telligence ‘Branch of the Board of Trade, containing an abstract of 
some remarks made by the chairman of one of the Rand companies, 
in his annual address to the shareholders. 

After commenting on the delay experienced in the execution of 
orders by British manufacturers, the Chairman is reported to have 
stated that several companies have joined together to co-operate 
in a scheme for the centralisation of stores, offices, workshops, &c., 
from which great advantages are anticipated, such as the reduction 
of working costs, &c. 


Trebizond.— H.M. Consul at Trebizond, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, remarks that the recovery of debts in Trebizond is 
difficult and costly. In forwarding goods it is best to consign 
bills of lading to a third party; the Ottoman Bank in this 
as in other operations rendering commerce a service. It acts 
as intermediary on a commission of one-quarter per cent. The 
amounts of such collections have increased within the last six 
years from 84,0901. to 195,450/. at Trebizond, and from 67,2701. to 
194,55C/. at Samsoon. 

The Consul adds that home manufacturers should come in 
closer touch with local buyers. This could be done by sending their 
travellers to the ports of ‘Trebizond, Samsoon and Kerassond to study 
the needs of the market, appoint agents, and open sample rooms. 

Catalogues, however elaborate and expensive, are useless. 


(Foreiyn Office, Annual Serves, 3,160.) 


Spain—In a recent report to the Foreign Office, the British 
Vice-Consul at Gijon, alluding to machinery, remarks :—‘ Our 
manufacturers would do well to present their goods with a better 
finish on them soas to combine not only the good quality for which 
they deservedly have a reputation, but also a pleasing appearance 
tothe eye. . . . Packing is an item which is often charged 
for by our manufacturers at a rate that appears excessive, and 
causes complaints. ‘T’his could be avoided by charging, if sepa- 
rately, part of it in the cost of the goods, where it would in the 
majority of cases pass unnoticed. The words so often seen in 
catalogues, ‘ Packing 5 per cent. extra,’ should disappear.” (Horeign 
Office Annual Series, 3,165.) 


Adana.—lIn a recent report to the Foreign Office, after alluding 
to the large imports of cheap continental goods, and the difficulties 
of the credit system, the British Vice-Consul at Adana remarks :— 

‘Other minor obstacles to British trade in the vilayet are :— 
(1) A want of knowledge on the part of British firms as to the 
condition of affairs here. I receive many catalogues of articles 
for which this country will not be ripe for years to come. (2) Nine- 
tenths of the catalogues, price lists, &c., which I receive are 
written only in English, and consequently convey nothing to the 
majority of the inhabitants ; continental firms send their catalogues 
in two or three different languages, of which the most desirable 
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are modern Greek, Turkish and French. Merchants here will not 
take the trouble to get English translated when they have only to 
turn to the catalogues of some German or Italian firm to find what 
they require in a language which is familiar to them. Almost 
every business man here speaks French, there being a French 
school and post office at Mersina, and many are now learning 
English, but have not so much opportunity of doing so.” 

“Merchants at home would often find it to their advantage if 
they wrote to Consuls to inquire into the probability of their 
mestiochen lines of business being successful before trying to push 
them. Within the last few months I have been able to put several 
British firms in communication with local merchants, and I have 
had to explain to other firms, such as whisky distillers, that there 
is but little demand fer their produce here.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,154.) 

Rosario.—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 3,157), H.M. Consul at Rosario writes as follows with 
regard to trade enquiries and methods :— 

“ This Consulate receives a large number of letters of inquiry 
on trade matters, &c., and I take this opportunity of pointing out 
that most of the stores and shops established in the town and 
neighbourhood of Rosario, as also in the surrounding districts, 
belong principally to or are managed by Italians and Spaniards, 
and therefore the sending of circulars and price lists in English is 
practically a waste of money, as they are, with rare exceptions, 
not understood. 

“ The most practical way to push trade in these parts would be 
for a travelling agent to visit the various large towns and seek for 
orders. Samples may be introduced free of duty on giving a 
guarantee that they will be reshipped, and a licence must be taken 
out to effect sales. 

‘This Consulate is always prepared to assist travellers with 
information, and a letter of introduction to the manager of any one 
of the British banks established here would be of service to any 
traveller visiting this district. 

“Some of our home firms are appointing seliatile agents, 
residents of the country, to look after their interests and effect 
sales on commission, &c. 

‘A full list of the importers, dealers, banks, &c., is furnished 
annually to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where particulars can 
be obtained.” 

Wuhu.—H.M. Consul at Wuhu, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, remarks that, as regards the import trade generally, 
apart from sugar and kerosene oil, there are no foreign, that is, 
non-Chinese firms engaged therein at Wuhu, and that the Chinese 
dealers obtain practically all their supplies from the Shanghai 
market. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,158.) 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF EGYPT. 


The following particulars, which illustrate. the commercial and 
industrial development. of Egypt in recent .years, are based -on 
information contained in the official trade statistics of that 
country, and in Lord Cromer’s report for the year 1903. [Cd. 1,951. ] 

Trade.—Takiyg first the imports into Egypt, the following table, 
the figures in which have been taken from the official report of the 
Egyptian Customs, shows the value of merchandise (including 
tobacco, tombac, and cigars) imported from the United Kingdom 
and. British Possessions, France, Turkey, Austr ia- Hungary, 
Germany, Italy, Russia, Belgium, and other countries in each 
of the years 1898-1902 inclusive :-— 
Imports into Egypt. 





——— ———— 









































From— 1899. | 1900. 1901. 1902. | 1903. 
| | 
s bei £E. £K. £E. £K. £K. 
United Kingdom .| 4,334,000 | 5,300,000 | 5,568,000 | 5,447,000 | 5,919,000 
British Possessions in 
the Mediterranean 80,000 | 144,000} 131,000} 105,000] 137,000 
British Possessions in 
the East ...| 611,000 | 696,000 | 882,000) 794,000 | 818,000 
Turkey .--| 1,643,000 | 2,221,000 | 2,246,000 | 2,044,000 | 2,348,000 
France and Algeria _...| 1,060,000 | 1,315,000 | 1,406,000 | 1,361,000 | 1,689,000 
Austria-Hungary 735,000 901,000 | 1,051,000 | 1,171,000 | 1,214,000 
Belgium ... ad 626,000 495,000 499,000 471,000 525,000 
Italy 559,000 661,000 802,000 807,000 893,000 
Russia 430,000 609,000 612,000 553,000 606,000 
Germany... 350,000 486,000 530,000 580,000 743,000 
America ... sie 235,000 289,000 316,000 197,000 239,000 
Other countries ... 779,000 995,000 | 1,202,000 | 1,285,000 | 1,622,000 
Total imports _...|11,442,000 [14,112,000 115,245,000 !14,815,000 '16,753,000 















Note.—£E = 1. 0s. 61d, (sterling). 

A notable feature in the above table is the constant rise in the 
value of the imports from the United Kingdom until 1902, when 
a slight decline took place. This, however, was more than 
compensated for by an increase last year of 472,0001. 

A further examination of the trade statistics of Egypt for the 
years 1899 and 1903 shows the categories in which this improve- 
ment in the trade of the United Kingdom has principally occurred. 
It is interesting at the same time to note the condition of the 
imports from France in the same articles. 


Principal Articles Imported into Egypt from the United 
Kingdom and France. 











































From | From France 
United Kingdom. and Algeria. 
Principal Articles, —_ pore 
1899. 1903. 1899. 1903. 
ear : £K. £E. £E. 

Articles of the textile industry .| 2,141,000 | 2,919,000 269,000 | 408,000 
Wood and coal seb «| 905,000 949,000 36,000 56,000 
Metals and metal manufactures .., 770,000 | 1,257,000 128,000 | 183,000 
am , beverages and oils ... .| 111,000 135,000 97,000 | 150,000 
rthenware and glassware... | 88,006 45,000 55,000 80,000 
Cereals, flours, &c. ... A .-| 51,000 33,000 | 185,000 | 421,000 
Colonial produce and drugs .| 40,000 56,000 39,000 29,000 
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With regard to the caput trade, the following table shows the 
value of the exports of merchandise from Egypt in each of the 
years 1899-1903, distinguishing principal countries of destina- 


tion :— 
Exports from Egypt (excluding Cigarettes). 







































To— 1899. 1900. 1901. 1902. 1903. 
| £E £E £E sf | &E 
United Kingdom ...| 8,227,000 | 9,142,000 | 8,014,000 | 9,215,000 |10,085,000 
British Possessions in the| 
Mediterranean | 7,000 | 4,000 7,000 | 4,000 | 4,000 
British Possessions in the’ | | 
East a ...| 72,000 | 188,000} 107,000 90,000 | 198,000 
France and dl Algeria ...| 1,867,000 | 1,430,000 | 1,263,000 | 1,381,000 | 1,679,000 
America . ._1..| 1346,000 | 1,036,000 | 1,016,000 | 1,178,000 | 926,000 
Russia... - .-.| 1,255,000 | 1,210,000 | 1,743,000 1,484 000 1,247,000 
Germany... a ..| 579,000 901,000 778,000 1,194,000 1,348,000 
Austria-Hungary ... 579,000 | 642,000 | 628,000 708,000 | 885,000 
Italy .| 445,000 | 601,000 | 550,000 | 635,000 | 713,000 
Switzerland 524,000 | 576,000] 588,000} 595,000 | 773,000 
Spain 388,000 375,000 455,000 | 450,000 479,600 
Turkey des 340,000 290,000 313,000 322,000 327,000 
Other countries... 272,000 | 372,000 268,000 361,000 452,000 
Total exports .../15,351,000 16,767,000 {15,730,000 {17,617,000 |19,116,000 








NoTE.—£E = £1 Os. 6}d. (sterling). 


In 1899 the United Kingdom held 53:6 per cent. of the total 
export trade of Egypt; in 1900 her share was 54°5 per cent. ; in 
1901 it was 50-9 per cent. ; in 1902, 52°3 per cent.; and in 1903 
52°7 per cent. The principal articles exported from Egypt are 
raw cotton, cotton-seed, and sugar. 


Railways..—In Lord Cromer’s report for 1903, the following 
particulars are given concerning the railway administration of 
Egypt. 

‘Tn 1888, 1,200,000 tons of goods were earried. In 1905 this 
figure had increased to 3,000,000 tons. In 1883, the gross 
receipts were £EH.1,200,000, and the expenditure £H.500,000. 
In 1908, the figures were £H.2,260,000 and £E.1,170,000 respec- 
tively. 

In 1883, the net receipts of the Administration, including the 
figures for the Telegraphs and Port of Alexandria were £E.743,000. 
In 1908, the net receipts amounted to £E.1,270,000. Since 1883, 
the capital expenditure on the railways has amounted to about 
£K.3,612,000. 

During the last few years the passenger traffic has been in- 
creasing largely. The goods traffic has remained fairly steady. 
The gross receipts have been rising steadily and rapidly, but, 
inasmuch as the proportion of working expenses to receipts has 
also risen, the net receipts have only fluctuated within narrow 


limits. 
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The reasons for this state of things are twofold. In the first 
place, owing to the enormous increase in the river traffic, conse- 
quent on the abolition of the Nile dues, it has been necessary to 
effect large reductions in the tariff. It may be added that the 
competition of the light railways has also effected the receipts of 
the State lines. In the second place, many renewals to replace 
wear and tear, which were formerly charged to capital account, are 
now charged to revenue. 

Lord Cromer adds :—‘‘ The Egyptian Government has no reason 
to regret the results which have ensued from the liberal policy 
adopted during the last few years. That policy has immensely 
benefited the country, though it may be that the interests of the 
Railway Administration, considered by themselves, have in some 
degree suffered. Although the railway business of the State should, 
to a certain extent, be conducted on commercial principles, it can- 
not be said that the purely commercial aspect of the undertaking 
should alone be considered. . . 

“T regard the expenditure of ‘about £E. 3,000,000 on tke rail- 
ways during the next few years as the most crying need of the 
country. This is more urgently required than any further large 
expenditure on irrigation.” 


General.—The progress of Egypt's commercial development in 
the last 20 years has been most marked. In spite of a great fall 
in prices, the value of the imports has increased from about 
£E.8,000,000 in 1883-84 to nearly £EH.17,000,000 in 1903. 
During the same period, the value of the exports has grown from 
about £H.12,000,000 to over £H.19,000,000. The cotton crop, 
which, 20 years ago, generally amounted to about 2,500,000 to 
3,000,000 cantars, now varies from 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 cantars. 
The amount of sugar exported, which formerly varied between 
20,000,000 and 25,000,000 kilogs., rose to as much as 73,500,000 
kilogs. in 1896, although there has since been a diminution. 

In spite of a reduction of taxation amounting to £E.230,000, 
the revenue of 1903 was £E.12,464,000, being the largest amount 
ever collected in one year. The expenditure, including payments 
into the General Reserve and the Conversion Economies Funds, 
amounted to £E.11,720,000. There was, therefore, a surplus of 
£E.744,000. 

The great wealth of Egypt lies in her agricultural resources— 
cotton, oil seeds, sugar, and other crops. These, in turn, depend 
on the Nile flood. With the Nile regulated and controlled by the 
immense system of reservoirs and dams now practically completed, 
with a fellaheen freed from excessive taxation, and with a network 
of light railways rendering the produce of the country accessible 
to foreign markets, the prosperity of Egypt is placed on a more 


solid basis than in the past. 
Cantar = 99°05 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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OPENINGS FOR TRADE IN ABYSSINIA. 


The following particulars relative to openings for trade in 
Abyssinia are taken from the report of the United States Commis- 
sioner on his mission to that country, published by the United 
States Department of Commerce and Labour :— 


Boots and Shoes.—--There is a limited demand for lace shoes, 
gaiters, and button shoes, all of very inferior quality and selling 
at from 4s. to 14s. 6d. retail. There is also some sale for cheap 
yellow slippers. This merchandise is of German origin. 


Leather.—Certain highly coloured leathers are imported by 
Syrians, Egyptians, and Armenians. They are used for decorating 
saddles, bridles, belts, scabbards, and holsters. The colours sought 
are red, violet, blue, and green. These leathers are all of inferior 
quality but find a ready sale. ‘They are usually made of sheep and 
goat skins and sell at the rate of 6s. 9d. each. Annual importation, 
2,7021. These leathers are imported from Syria. 

Harness leather at low prices would have considerable success. 
Raw hides of all kinds are so plentiful and cheap in the country 
that a leather manufactory would undoubtedly prove to be a 
profitable enterprise. 


Saddlery.— The importation of saddlery has only commenced. 
European pack saddles begin to be appreciated as less injurious to 
the animals. Prices are not in proportion to the value of the 
horses and mules. ‘The native population uses nothing at present 
but saddlery of native manufacture. The price of a pack saddle is 
7s. 3d. and of a saddle complete 24s. Every European who visits 
Abyssinia and brings with him his own accoutrement finds a ready 
market for it when he is prepared to leave. The native saddles 
are so crude that sore backs are very frequent, and the depreciation 
in value of horses and mules very great in consequence. This is 
particularly true of the pack saddles. Cheap and solid saddles 
obviating these difficulties could be readily disposed of. 


Textiles.—The only important importation of woollen fabrics 
consists of coarse, black cloths entering into the manufacture of 
the native cloak, or “‘ burnous,” worn in the cold countries. This 
cloth comes in pieces 23 inches wide, and sells at from 1s. to 
2s. 10d. per 39°37 inches; similar cloths 43 to 47 inches wide 
being from 2s. 5d. to 6s. per 39°37 inches. There is a small 
importation of red woollen cloths. All of these goods are of 
French, German, English, and Belgian manufacture, and they 
compete with the coarse cloths woven in the country from domestic 
wool. 


Clocks and Watches.—The demand for clocks and watches is 
constantly increasing, although the present annual importation 
amounts to only 849/. The importations are altogether from 
Switzerland and the United States. The native has a keen appre- 
ciation of watches, whether of gold, silver, nickel, or black metal, 
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and also for nickel alarm clocks. Cheap goods, and cheap goods 
only, are desired. 


Cutlery—The annual importation of cutlery at present is only 
1,800/., but the market is growing and there is a very promising 
future for this trade. Present prices are high, and the quality of 
the merchandise generally inferior. The Abyssinians are very 
appreciative of poignards and hunting knives, which sell at from 
4s. 9d. to 1l. Ordinary clasp knives sell at from 2s. to 8s. 1d. 


Candles——The quality of candles imported is inferior, although 
the consumption is considerable. The price per package of six 
candles is 114d. The annual importation is 10,6157. Generally 
speaking, the Abyssinians illuminate their houses with pure bees- 
wax, thus losing a large proportion of the commodity which could 
be advantageously exported. 


Glass Beads.—The sale of glass beads is enormous, and par- 
ticularly in the desert country. They are of German and Italian 
origin. Every native woman wears a necklace, and among the 
savage tribes both men and women wear several strands of gorgeous 
beads. The latter are particularly fond of imitation amber neck- 
laces and blue pearls. Among these tribes glass beads serve as a 
medium of exchange. 

Enamelled Goblets.—There is an increasing and general demand 
for enamelled goblets, blue outside and white within, or entirely 
white. Goblets tend to replace the old-fashioned drinking horn. 
These goblets are from 4°29 to 5°46 inches high, and weigh from 
from 5 to 7 ounces. They sell at from 5s. 74d. to 7s. 8d. per doz.., 
according to the importance of the order. ‘The present trade is 
1,544/. per annum. 


Sheet-iron Plates.—Sheet-iron plates, slightly concave in form, 
used for baking native bread, find a ready sale. They weigh 
2 lbs., and, with a copper handle, sell at 114d., 1s. 5d. and 2s., 
according to size, and are imported from Belgium. Total annual 
importation, 1,3511. 

Enamelled Cooking Pots.—Enamelled cooking pots—diameter, 
10 inches; height, 44: inches; weight, without cover, with two 
handles, 1-6 lbs.—blue outside and white within, made in various 
forms, sell at 6s. 5d. 

Lamps.—Petroleum glass lamps, with reflectors, sell at from 2s. 
to 8s. 1d., according to quality. Suspension lamps bring from 
16s. upward. Glass chimneys, 2s. each. : 


Camp Beds and Chairs.—Camp beds sell at from 48s. 3d. to 
80s. 5d., and chairs at from 4s. 9d. to 8s. 1d. 

It may be said, in passing, that camping outfits offered for sale 
“in the country are bulky and expensive. A good, steady market 
could, in the opinion of the United States Commissioner, be created 
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at Djibouti, Diré Douah, and Harrar for camping materials in 
general. 


Hats.—The tendency of the Abyssinian to accept the garb of 
western civilisation has begun at the top. Every Abyssinian is 
ambitious at the present time to possess himself of a felt hat, and 
the larger the better. ‘The trade is increasing by leaps and bounds, 
and an article of very bad quality of either Italian or German 
manufacture is offered for sale. These hats are sold in black, grey, 
and maroon, and possess ventilators. ‘heir average height is 
64 inches and width of brim 5} inches; prices, 4s. to 6s. Annual 
importation, 2,316/. 


Hardware.—T'he trade in small hardware in Abyssinia amounts 
approximately to from 1,351/. to 1,044/. per annum, and is 
increasing. ‘The principal articles are locks, bolts, latches, hinges, 
saws, handsaws, centrebits, hammers, files, cold shears, planes, 
iron pins, and screws. All these materials are of Belgian or 
German origin. Everything of this character offered for sale is 
rough in finish. 

Paper.—-The demand for paper is limited, but growing. Such 
as is offered for sale is of British, German, French, and Italian 
origin. White paper, plain or ruled, 46 quires sells for 1s. 7d. ; 
envelopes, ls. 7d. to 4s. per 100; small memorandum books from 
94d. to 1s. 7d.; ink, from 6d. to 1s. 94d. per bottle; pencils and 
penholders, from 14d. to 5d. each. 

























CLL AE IG ANE CENCE EN | a AR Le abe cl oe TY oe Nag heh. tae ents 











396 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 26, 1904. 





FISHING INDUSTRY OF KAMCHATKA. 


The Board of “Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a report, dated Wei-Hai-Wei, 14th March, by Mr. E. 8S. 
Schwabe, British Commercial Agent in Siberia, on the fishing 
industry of Kamchatka in 1903, from which the following parti- 
culars have been extracted :— 

The fishing industry of Kamchatka should be of some interest to 
the public, as there are several companies engaged in this business. 

The fishing season starts about June, but varies according to the 
situation of the station, and generally lasts for about six weeks. 

Firms intending to engage in this industry, which is carried on 
in the rivers of Kamchatka and the Okhotsk Sea, must first obtain 
permission from the Russian Government, which grants a licence for 
one or more years in one or more districts in which the Govern- 
ment allows fishing. The various fishing districts are put up for 
auction annually at the head-quarters of the local Government at 
Haborovsk, and the highest bidder gets the choice of fishing 
stations. 

Only Russian subjects are allowed to lease fishing stations. 

When all the papers have been handed to the firm or company 
intending to fish, the necessary stores and fishermen must be 
engaged and sent up by schooner or steamer to the various stations. 
These men should arrive at the station at least a fortnight before 
the fishing commences. 

The laws regarding the fishing are very strict. No fishing is 
allowed in the river itself, and no fish may be taken within two 
versts* of the river’s mouth, but on those rivers where there are no 
natives living, the local authorities sometimes allow fishing in the 
river's mouth. 

The fishermen must all be Russian subjects, with the exception 
of Chinese, who are allowed ; but the Foreman or Superintendent 
of the Station may be a foreigner, and one Japanese or other foreigner 
is allowed to superintend the salting of the fish at each station. 

As the bulk of the fish caught is sold in Japan, it is necessary 
to have at least one Japanese foreman to salt the fish according to 
Japanese methods. The method of catching and salting the fish is 
as follows :— 

Large nets are set near the mouth of the river, and drag 
nets are also used, those fish weighing 6 lbs. or more being taken. 
The fish are cleaned and stacked on the beach, and are salted 
in the following manner :— 

A layer of Chinese or Japanese straw mats is first spread on the 
beach, then a layer of fish. Salt is then strewn on the top, 3 lbs. 
of salt to each fish being used. Then a layer of mats, then fish 
and then salt, and so on, the height of each stack of fish being 
about 8 feet. These piles of fish are covered over with more 
mats, and the fish are allowed to remain 15 days fm this condition. 


Vu——_ 





* Verst = ‘663 of a mile. 
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Fishing Industry of Kamehatka. 








The piles of fish are then unstacked and each fish is turned round 
and re-salted; they are left in this condition until a sufficient 
quantity of fish has accumulated, when they are put on board 
schooners or steamers for transportation to Japan. 

There are three kinds of fish caught; they appear to come 
up the rivers at regular intervals. The first run are sea trout; 
they are not of much market value. The second are salmon, the 
third king salmon, and then salmon again. 

Some of the best fishing grounds are in the Okhotsk Sea, but it 
is not certain whether the fish will always come to the same place, 
as should the ice remain long on the Okhotsk Sea, then the fish go 
to the East Coast of Kamchatka and vice versd. Last year, for 
instance, the fishing in the Okhotsk Sea was not satisfactory owing 
to there having been an unprecedented quantity of ice, resulting 
in the estuaries being choked with ice, which caused the water to 
be too cold for the fish to approach the fishing grounds. 

As these salted fish are sold in very large quantities to the 
Japanese market, many Japanese send up schooners to these 
fishing grounds without licences from the Russian Government, 
and in 1903 as many as 18 schooners were caught by the patrolling 
gunboat, their fish and nets being confiscated. 

From an estimate given by Mr. Schwabe of the working cost 
and profit usually obtained on the six months’ fishing and trading 
trip on a small schooner (nearly all the schooners take up goods to 
trade with the natives), it appears that the total outlay required 
for outfit and working expenses, allowing 7,000 roubles for the 
schooner, amounts to 18,389 roubles, which, with an allowance 
of 6,000 roubles for trading goods, makes a total sum of 
24,359 roubles. 

The average catch made, totals 75,000 salmon; the selling 
price averaging 25 copecks per salmon, equals 18,750 roubles. 
The trade goods will sell for, say, 9,750 roubles. Allowing 
10 per cent. per annum for the depreciation of the schooner, 
700 roubles, and 3,000 roubles for unforeseen expenses and 
insurances, a total of 3,700 roubles, the total expenses would, 
therefore, be 21,089 roubles. The net proceeds are 28,500 roubles, 
which leaves a sum of 7,411 roubles for net profits. 

Most of the large companies engaged in fishing generally buy a 
small steamer, as a greater profit may be made by its being able to 
serve two or three stations, provided that they are so located that 
the season of each would follow the other. Practically, all the fish 
is shipped to Hakodate, where it is bought by local dealers, 
who distribute it all over Japan. A small quantity is sold in 
Vladivostock. 
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MINERAL INDUSTRIES OF PORTO RICO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a report* issued by 
the United States Department of Commerce and Labour, on the 
mineral industries of Porto Rico for the year ending 31st 
December, 1902, compiled by the Treasurer of the Island, from 
which the following particulars have been extracted :— 


Mining Laws.—Notwithstanding the absence of anything 
approaching an organised mining industry in Porto Rico, there is, 
nevertheless, a complete system of laws and regulations governing 
the right to exploit both precious and base metals in the island, 
and it is understood that a new. mining law is being drafted and 
will be presented at the next session of the legislature. 


Gold.—Such gold mining as is actually engaged in at present at 
Porto Rico is entirely of the placer type, unimportant in scope, 
and confined to the Corozal district of the island. 

Although there is evidence of placer mining having been 
practised in other parts of the island as well as in the Corozal 
district, particularly in the vicinity of San German, no gold mining 
is at present carried on outside of the Corozal region. This is 
doubtless due to the belief that the gold deposits in other sections 
have become so nearly exhausted as to preclude their extraction 
in quantities profitable even for the peon class. 


Iron.—It is understood that some of the iron ore deposits are of 
an exceptionally rich character, fully equal in percentage of mineral 
to the famous Daiquiri mines near Santiago de Cuba. These 
deposits are situated inland, some five or six miles from the eastern 
sea coast town of Naguabo, and cannot be worked with profit until 
means of transportation are furnished. 


Salt.—The production of salt in Porto Rico is confined exclusively 
to the southern coast. The process of solar evaporation is the only 
one employed, and that in its most primitive form. The estimated 
annual consumption of this article is about 300,000 quintals 
(15,000 tons), All salt required for home consumption, as well as 
a large amount in excess for export purposes, could readily be 
produced in the island, but owing, it is said, to insufficient capital, 
want of skill, &c., and notwithstanding the protective import duty, 
thousands of tons of this commodity are annually imported from 
Curacao. The Curacao salt meets with ready sale at prices ranging 
from 20 to 50 pte per quintal, whereas it is claimed that with 
proper management salt can be produced in Porto Rico at a 
maximum cost of 10 cents per quintal. 


Clay Products.--A table given in the report shows that in 45 
kilns, 3,837,255 common bricks, valued at 25,899 dols., were pro- 
duced in 1902, or an average price of 6.75 dols. per thousand. It 
is not believed, however, that this actually represents the total 
number of bricks annually manufactured in Porto Rico; probably 





* The report represents the first attempt to present a comprehensive exhibit of 
the character and importance of the mineral resources of the island, and of their 
exploitation. 
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three times the above number would more nearly approach a 
correct estimate. 

Clay roofing tiles were extensively manufactured in Porto Rico 
at one time, but since the introduction of cheap iron roofing have 
entirely disappeared from use. 


Limestone.— With the exception of the fringe of flat lands lying 
between the coast line and the mountainous formations in the 
interior, the island of Porto Rico is practically one vast limestone 
deposit. 

Lime.—Practically every farmer in the interior of the island 
can, and does, produce lime in greater or less quantities, according 
to his needs; no account is kept of the quantity produced. 

Whenever the demand is such as to make the production of an 
oven of lime sufficiently lucrative, the farmer will prepare one and 
take it to the nearest market. The production of lime in Porto 
Rico, therefore, is important rather by reason of the large number 
of persons engaged therein on a small scale, than on account of 
commercial importance. 


Phosphate Rock.—There are four phosphate rock mining claims 
registered in the office of the Commissioner of the Interior of 
Porto Rico, none of which are being worked at present. 

The Government is the owner of the largest known deposit of 
phosphate rock, which is situated in the island of Caja de Muertos. 
This deposit, at present not being worked, was formerly worked on 
an extensive scale, and the product shipped to Germany. 





NOTICE TO SHIPOWNERS. 


The following notice to shipowners has been issued by the 
United States Department of Commerce and Labour (Immigration 
Service) :— 

“To the Owners of all vessels bringing aliens to the Port of 
New York: 

‘Notice is hereby given that in all instances in which the 
Public Health and Marine Hospital Surgeons attached to the Ellis 
{sland Immigrant Station hereafter certify in writing that an alien 
arriving at this port is suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis of a 
dangerous, contagious character, that the disease existed at the 
time of foreign embarkation, and that its existence could have been 
detected at such time,' such certificate will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of Commerce and Labour, in order that he may require 
the owners of the vessel bringing such alien to this port to pay 
the sum of 100 dols., pursuant to Section 9 of the Act of 
srd March, 1903. 

“*No case of pulmonary tuberculosis will be certified as ‘ danger- 
‘ous contagious’ unless the clinical symptoms are well marked and 
the tubercle bacillus has ‘been found in the sputum.” 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


FRANCE-—INDO-CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Pakhoi, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, 
Export Duties on states that the following tariff changes are con- 


Packer Gline- se by the Government of French Indo- 


mon and Pepper. The export duty on timber is to be reduced 


in order to encourage a trade with China, where there is a large 
demand. 

The export duty on cinnamon is to be raised 80 per cent., which 
is expected to yield an additional 8,000/. per annum. There being 
a strong demand for this article in China and dealers having hitherto 
made large profits, the change is not likely to diminish its sale. 

The export duty of 3 per cent. on pepper is to be suppressed in 
order to facilitate competition in neutral markets. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,164). 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


CHANNEL ISLANDS WERSEY). 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have issued a notice to the 
Seicaiiiiinn of effect that they are officially informed that all 
_ . a . horses imported into Jersey will in future be 
yw —r required to be examined by the Veterinary 
— Officer before disembarkation, and that the 
importer must furnish the Harbour Master or his representative 
with a certificate of the health of the horses, signed by a duly 
qualified veterinary surgeon, before disembarkation will be allowed. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of the “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 9th 
April last has been received, which contains 
Customs By-laws. Customs By-laws, issued on 30th March, 1904, 
by the Commonwealth Department of Trade 
and Customs providing for the free importation of the following 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H—continued. 


“minor articles,” for use in the manufacture of goods within the 
Commonwealth :— 
Manufacture of furniture— 
Wood paper cord. 
Miscellaneous manufactures— 
Glass tubing for manufacture of hydrometers (glass) and 
thermometers. 


The same copy of the “‘ Gazette” contains the following Regulation 
made on 30th March, 1904, under Section 168 
of the Customs Act of 1901 :— 
| on wong 7 Drawback Regulation: Section 168. 
tine sald a Milk Drawback of the import duty paid on sugar 
Exported used in the manufacture of condensed milk 
may, subject to the provisions of the Customs 
Act, 1901, be allowed on the exportation of such condensed milk, 
but so that no allowance shall be made for sugar contents in excess 
of the proportion of }%ths of the total weight of such condensed 
milk, 
It is further provided that the above Regulation shall, on account 
of its urgency, come into operation forthwith. 


Drawback of 


The following Customs Decision, dated 23rd March, 1904, is also 
given in the “ Gazette ” :— 
Customs Decision. Peel in syrup— 
As peel, preserved (not in liquid) ... 3d. per lb. 


[Including the weight of the syrup. | 





PAHANG. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
; copy of a Customs Notification (No. 85 of 1904), 
Revises Expert. issued by the Pahang Government, which 
Duties. cancels, with effect from Ist April, 1904, the 
Customs Notification No. 12 of 1904,* providing for the imposition 
of import and export duties in the Malay Protected State of 
Pahang. 
The present Notification, however, re-imposes the rates of duty 





* The rates of duty imposed under Notification No. 12 of 1904 were published 
in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 18th February, 1904. 
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previously in force, except as regards the export duties on the 
following articles :-— 

(1) The export duty of 5 per cent. on gold is reduced to 23 per 
cent. until the end of the year 1905. 

(2) A fixed export duty of 8 per cent. ad valorem on 68 per cent. 
of the gross weight of tin ore exported by certain companies, lease- 
holders, and others is imposed in lieu of a duty, 10 per cent. on 
65 per cent. or 8 per cent. on 68 per cent. of the gross weight. 





FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Duty-free information to the effect that authority has been 


Tosmentathais- of granted for the introduction into France, free 
a regen of duty, before the 30th June, 1904, of the 


Speasen 'Waent following additional quantities of wheat and 
and Deriey: barley of Tunisian origin :— 
Wheat... we iv ..- 990,000 quintals ° 
Barley... nit nu ve 200,000 ” 





FRANCE—TUNIS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a copy 
of a Decree of the Tunisian Government, dated 


reno nA . P the 24th December last, prescribing regulations 
I poe Nae aft in respect of the importation of certain articles 
or iaaates with a view to preserve the Regency against 


the introduction of phylloxera. 

The Decree prohibits the importation of vine plants, stocks, 
shoots, &c., vine leaves (even emplcyed for packing purposes), 
grapes, grape skins, stakes previously employed, vegetable 
manures, moulds and earths, and also of fresh vegetables, with 
certain specified exceptions. 

Trees, shrubs, and all living vegetable growths, other than the 
vine, may be imported by the port “of Tunis, from the 15th October 
to the 15th May of each year, in accordance with special regulations 
laid down by the Decree. The importation of fruits and cut 
flowers is ‘also permitted, as well as of potatoes and Jerusalem 
artichokes, provided that they be free from adherent soil. 


The full text of the Decree (in French) may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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SPAIN. 


The “* Gaceta de Madrid,” for the 3rd May, contains the text of a 


pi Spanish law, dated the 5th April, suppressing 
gr OOO the transport tax on mineral coal and coke 
ess gar carried in vessels of the 1st class* (See ‘“‘ Board 
Coke of Trade Journal” for the 3rd May, 1900, pp. 

. 218-222.) 

In accordance with the’ terms of a Royal Order, of 4th May, a 
translation of which has ‘been received at the Board of Trade 
through the Foreign Office, this suppression was to take effect 
from the 8th May. 


The same law also imposes a tax on playing cards, manufactured 

Tax. oni Playing in the country or imported ‘from abroad, at a 

Cards ys maximum rate of 15 centimos per pack, and a 

: Royal Decree, published in the “ Gaceta de 

Madrid” for the 3rd May, fixes the rate of duty payable at 10 centimos 

per pack. Cards destined for exportation and toy packs not exceed- 

ing 54 mm. in length, 35 mm. in breadth, and 14 grammes in 
weight are exempted. 


The full text of the Law, and of the Regulations in connection 
therewith, may be seen by persons interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





GREECE. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues 
of the “Journal” on the subject of the paper 


A ee a equivalent of the gold drachma for the purpose 
venetian 1 of the payment of import duties in Greece, the 


Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at Athens 
stating that a Bill has been presented to the Greek Legislature, 
and came into force on the 20th inst., requiring the payment. of 
Customs duties to be made in paper currency, the rate of exchange 
being fixed at 1 dr. 45 lep. to the franc. This requirement applies 
to all import dnties except those fixed by commercial treaties. 

Mr. Elliot adds that the present market rate of exchange is about 
1 dr. 38 lep. to the franc. 





* Vessels engaged in the coasting trade properly so called, ¢.e¢., that carried on 
between one Spanish port of the Peninsula and another. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a copy of a recent Act of the United States 


of for —— — Congress amending that section of the Navi- 
foreign gation Laws which prescribes the minimum 


size of foreign-trade vessels. This section as 
amended providesthat . . . . ‘no merchandise of foreign 

“ growth or manufacture subject to the payment of duties shall be 
“brought into the United States from any foreign port . . -~ 
“ . + Inany vessel of less than thirty net register tons,” the 
words “net register tons” being substituted for the words “ tons 
“ burden, agreeably to the admeasurement directed for ascertaining 
“‘ the tonnage of vessels ” which appear in the unamended Section. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 313 of last 
Penetintienal week’s issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 
P ~0. respecting the prohibition of the importation 


Plesever es are into the United States of America of straw or 
Europe ra hay from continental Europe, the Board of 


mens. Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreiga 

Setitiiiate Office, of a copy of a telegram from H.M. 

Ambassador at Washington, stating that, in 

the case of contracts already made, straw originating from Holland 

and Belgium will be admitted, but that positive evidence of 

freedom from infection will be required as regards straw from 
other countries. 





CHILE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
, translation of a Decree issued by the Chilian 
eee Minister of Finance, prescribing regulations 
sengesting She a concerning the importation and exportation of 
importation ne alcohols and spirituous wines and liquors into the 
oe “Republic. Such importation and exportation 
rong are now to be permitted only to those producers 
— and merchants who have obtained the necessary 
legal sanction, and may be effected only through certain specified 
ports. Imported wines and spirits intended for home consumption, 
with the exception of commercial brands already approved, are 
to be analysed in the laboratories of the Excise Office before 
being cleared. 
The full text of the translation of the Decree may be seen by 


rsons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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COSTA RICA. 


According to a recent report by the French Consul at San José, 
reproduced in the ‘‘ Moniteur Officiel du Com- 


Duties on , 
merce,” the Government of Costa Rica, has 
annem - decided, in the interests of agriculture, to 
: encourage the development of lighting by de- 
Calcium.—Re- 


natured sugar-cane alcohol. In order to enable 
this lighting medium to compete successfully 
consuming with petroleum and acetylene, a Decree was 
Alechol issued in February last, imposing on these last 
; named products, the following import duties, 
viz. :—30 centavos* per kilog. on petroleum, and 14 centavos per 
kilog. on carbide of calcium. 
The new duties are to come into force 90 days after the date of 
publication of the Decree. 
All duties on lamps and apparatus used in the application of 
alcohol to industrial and domestic purposes have been removed. 


moval of Duties 
on Lamps, etc., 





* 100 centavos=1 colon=about ls. 11d. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


NATAL. 


From the annual report of the General Manager of the Natal 
Railway Government Railways for the year ended 31st 
Statistics for December, 1903, it appears that the total 
1903 revenue for the year amounted to 2,561,551/,, 
; as against 2,046,116/. for 1902, showing an 
increase of 25°19 per cent. in comparison with the previous year, 
although on the Ist July; 1903, a reduction took place in the 
goods rates and passenger fares amounting to the sum of 100,000/. 
per annum, calculated upon the tonnage then offering. The 
working expenditure of the year amounted to 1,791,107/., being 
an increase of 24°90 per cent., as compared with the previous 
year, and included 243,859/. expended upon additions and in- 
provements which have been made to buildings, ways, and works. 
The total revenue was made up as follows :—Goods traffic, 
1,972,5991.; passenger traffic, 484,123/.; parcel traffic, 46,3527. ; 
miscellaneous revenue, 53,5161.; carriage of mails, 4,960/. The 
net revenue amounted to 770,443/. 


RUSSIA. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg,” of 22nd April/5th May, 

Establishment of 2220%eS that the schemes of foundation of 

Pv the Koura-Caspian Steam Navigation Co., and 

rant a of the Podolsk Fisheries Co., have received 
* Co official sanction. 

The former company will provide a service 
of steamboats, plying on the Caspian Sea, and the Kama and Volga. 
The capital of the aaaed is 2,000,000 roubles. . 

The object of the latter company is to promote the fishing 
industry in the rivers of the South West Provinces. Its capital 
is 100,000 roubles. 








SPAIN. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul-General 
at Bilbao, it is stated that low freights induced 
Shivvi the Bilbao and Barcelona shipowners, the first 
"famine *PPINS in Spain, to hold meetings in Madrid in order 
— to seek the means of bettering shipping con- 
ditions in general by endeavouring to obtain the witkdrawal or the 
reduction of pilotage dues, the abrogation of the burdensome fees 
imposed in the case of change of ownership or sale, as well as of 
the duties on foreign material imported for the repair or enlarge- 
ment of Spanish vessels, all of which imposts encourage the 
placing of native ships under foreign flags, such as that of Uruguay, 
which at present covers five Bilbao steamers. 
These matters have been placed before the Spanish Government 
and are under consideration. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,152.) 


Endeavours to 
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—_—-—_—_ en 
— —_— 


GREECE. 
H.M. Consul at Pirgens, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, 
I remarks :— 
et ‘“‘Tt will be of interest to notice here the 


Greek Shipping. figures given by a local newspaper which show 


the increase in Greek shipping, viz. :— 
Under Greek Flag. 
Number of 











Year. Stesmiess: Tonnage. 
| ihn oa ole pia tid mr obs 155 235,000 
18? ta.vilepp bap ‘Wiser p.esi wou. 184 287,000 
1903... wrt si wie ont ” ong 202 318,000 











These vessels are undoubtedly run much more cheaply, and 
the restrictions imposed on them as to cargo are less severe than in 
the case of British vessels.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,166.) 





MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 


The following, particulars relating to petroleum production in 
Ne ta Algeria, are taken from the “ Dépéche 

Predudtion Coloniale ” of the 8th May :— 

: More than ten years ago some petroleum 
sources were discovered in the department of Oran. The exploita- 
tion of the mineral was, however, soon abandoned: it was supposed 
that the petroleum was not of a nature suitable for industrial 
purposes, and, moreover, that only a very slight production was to 
be expected. 

In 1900 a report on Algerian petroleum was drawn up by 
M. Henry Neuburger, in which he stated that the non-fulfilment 
of the hopes which had been raised was due to imperfect boring, 
adding that the wells should be sunk to a depth of 450 metres, 
An Englishman has carried out the suggestions made in this 
report. He prospected in the district of Ain Zeft, and thanks to 
the use of the most advanced machinery his efforts have met with 
success. He has erected at Saint Aimé a petroleum refinery and 
a vat with a capacity of 500,000 litres. 

An expert, employed by the French Government, states that the 
petroleum produced in Oran equals that of Pennsylvania in 
illuminating qualities, and the Russian oleonaphtha in lubricating 
qualities. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





SPAIN. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul-General at 

. . _ Bilbao, points out that foreigners in Spain are on 

agent — an equal footing with natives in the cemaiitien 

a a surveys or declaration of mines. The fees for surveys 

and other dues, 2ount to some 70 pesetas for a surface of 

* 120,000 square metres, whilst the tax on work- 

ing as well as non-working mines is 8 pesetas per annum per 

10,000 square metres. Working mines pay 3 per cent. on the 
value of the ore at the pit mouth. 

When mines are leased, transferred or sold, a payment is 
generally entailed as royalty upon the quantity and quality of the 
ore, reaching from 50 c. to 2 pesetas per ton, with, however, an 
obligatory export rate per annum. 





GREECE. 


A recent report by His Majesty’s Consul at Pirzeus contains the 

following remarks on the possibilities of de- 

PO nl veloping the mining industry of Greece. 

, ‘There is no doubt that there is still much to 
be done to develop the mineral resources of the country which, 
although probably not overwhelming, are still far from being fully 
exploited. A number of applications for concessions throughont 
the country are constantly under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment, which has granted a good many of late years. 

The initial outlay for working any concession would in all 
probability be considerable, for, apart from whatever plant might 
be required for any particular mine, in almost all cases it would 

.also be necessary to construct light railways for transport to the 

.coast. In this connection there may also be openings for British 
trade: few, if any of such railways already existing in the country 
have been supplied by British firms. 

Some indications of the nature of the mineral deposits in 
Greece, as well as of the most mineralised areas, may be found in 
Mr. Bennett’s report, No. 576; Miscellaneous Series of 31st March, 
1902. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,166.) 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 


Cotton Spinning 
and Weaving 
Returns for 
February. 


years 1902, 


issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
woven goods produced in each province in 
British India, and in the Native States, during 
February of each of the 


1903 and 


1904, and in the eleven months, April to February, 1902, 1903 and 


1904. 


The following is a summarised statement extracted from the above 
return, giving particulars for the eleven months ended February, 


1902, 1903 and 1904 :— 





Eleven months ended February. 








1902. 1903. 1904. 

BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE. 
STATES. (a) | 

Cotton yarn spun ... Lbs. | 526,477,379 | 527,975,479 | 535,585,096 
Cotton woven goods produced : — | 

» | 91,905,396 | 91,058,901 | 103,130,960 

Grey goods —= Yards} 378,061,226 | 370,533,221 | 422272828 

White and coloured goods Lbs.| 18,209,410 | 21,267,707 | 24,142,480 

Hosiery oee ” 441,684 444,006 615,750 











(a) Berar was amalgamated with the Central Provinces on Ist October, 1903. 


Piece-Goods 
Trade in 1903. 





FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 
The following table of the imports into Indo-China of the cotton 


goods in most general demand is taken from 
the “ Feuille de Renseignements ” 


(the organ 
of the French Colonial Office) :— 





From— 





France 
Other countries 


Total 


Unbleached Cotton Goods. 





Bleached Cotton Goods. 





| 
| 


























1901. 1902. | 1903. | 1901. 1902. 1903. 
pea | 

Kilogs. Kilogs. | Kilogs. || Kilogs. Kilogs. Kilogs. 
.| 1,937,760 | 1,008,803 | 271,409 || 1,841,194 | 1,249,294 | 1,139,813 

19,632 6,829 | 16,608 102,806 34,953 17,374 
.| 1,957,392 | 1,015,632 | 288,017 || 1,943,280 | 1,284,247 | 1,157,187 
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AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 21st May, were as 
foll »w :— 


Wheat ... a dive .. 268 . 9d. 

Barley ... we ee .- 208. 4d. 

Oats... - 168. 7d. 
For further particulars see e p. 378. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Barbados “ Agricultural News” of 7th May publishes the 

.. following information on the cotton seed oil 
Cotten. Seed Gil rere. ae the establishment of cotton seed 
cadustry. oil mills in India. 

Cotton seed has always been a valuable agricultural product in 
Egypt and India. In America, where cotton seed was at one time 
practically a waste product, oil mills with machinery for delinting, 
hulling and pressing the seed are now extensively established. 
The refined oil is exported as a substitute for butter and lard, and 
also used locally fur the manufacture of soap and salad oil. The 
cake is both exported and used in the country. 

The introduction of the American methods into India would, 
from an agricultural point of view, be preferable to a large export 
of cotton seed, provided the cake is kept in the country. The 
export of oil removes nothing which would add to the fertility of 
the soil, whereas the export of the cake, which might be used as a 
cattle food or directly as a manure, would be an agricultural loss. 

Very large quantities of oil seeds are exported from India, in- 
cluding linseed, rape seed, sesamum, cotton seed, poppy seed, and 
earth nuts. The drain of oil seed exports from India is very severe 
on the agricultural resources of the country, and the more unsatis- 
factory because manufactured products obtained therefrom are 
re-imported, and these help in no degree to return fertility to the 
land. 

On account of the difficulty of freeing the seed from lint, cotton 
seed 011 cannot easily be pressed in the villages as is done with 
other oil seeds. Consequently it is practically unknown in India, 
although excellent feeding stuffs are made from ground nuts, rape 
seed, sesamum, &c. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


In its issue of 26th March, the Jamaica “ Daily Telegraph ” refers 
to the efforts that are being made in that 
island to establish an export business in cassava 
starch, and more particularly to the trial ship- 
ment that had been made by a firm, who had started a factory 








Cassava Starch 
in Jamaica. ° 
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for the manufacture of this starch at Longville, Clarendon, 
and adds that this firm have just received a cable report 
from Manchester on the result of the tests to which the cassava 
starch made at their factory has been subjected. The results 
of the trial have been very satisfactory, and they have been asked to 
send at the earliest opportunity 50 tons, for which a price of 101. 
per ton in Bristol is offered. 

Commenting on this report the journal remarks that it is con- 
clusively shown that there is a bright future for the cassava starch 
industry, for, considering the cheapness with which cassava can be 
grown, and the moderate cost at which the starch can be manu- 
factured, there is money in the new venture. 

It is stated that the manufacturer has succ2eded in making a 
starch to suit the finishers of high-class goods in Manchester, who 
at present use, for their finer processes, wheat starch which costs, 
on an average, 271/.* per ton. 

The cultivation at Longville consists of about 50 acres, which 
will be ready for starch making this season. The capacity of the 
plant is about 150 tons per annum. 





MAURITIUS. 


In response to an enquiry on the subject, the Acting Collector 
of Customs at Port Louis summarises 
Fish Trade. the fish trade of Mauritius in 1902 as 
follows :— 


Imports of Fish, Dried or Salted. 








Value 

From Quantity. a 

Exchange). 

Kilos. Rs, 

United Kingdom we Set ose ad iol 27,850 16,002 
British India ... ie we = oa ies 406,101 85,218 
Nova Scotia... ‘an vel one ons -_ 51,525 20,667 
Seychelles one oe eee ose eee aga 7,104 1,531 
China ... m bai oa ana bet sie 5,042 2,796 
Madagascar... _ sie én wr pan 160,804 49,403 
Newfoundland... on e -_ on we 21,905 10,252 
United States ... ane ‘wn eee on 61,980 27,202 
Dependencies of Mauritius ... jen oun oud 375,515 70,822 











The qualities of fish supplied by the various countries are as 
follows :— 

United Kingdom.—Cod fish and ling. 

Continental India.—Arab, Bombly, shrimps, and other qualities 
of small size. 





* This amount appears high. It is stated by a large Trading Association in 
Manchester that the cost of wheat starch is from 17/. to 23/., according to quality. 
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Nova Scotia.—Cod and salted herrings and mackerel. 
China.—Cat fish, mourgate fish, and shrimps. 


Madagascar.—Dried trepangs, in transit for shipment to China, 
Singapore, &c. 


Newfoundland.—Cod fish. 
United States.—Cod fish and ling. 


Cape Colony—In 1903 154,106 kilogs. of salted fish were 
received, especially snook fish which is much appreciated in 
Mauritius. 


Dependencies of Mauritius—The supply consists of Colonial kind 
of fishes such as capitaine, dame berrie, cateau, shark, &c. 

From India and the other countries the fish is put up in bags as 
well as in cases. Snook fish is imported in bundles tied up; 
trepangs in bags; ling and cod fish are packed in cases lined 
with tin or in casks; arab fish is not packed but is imported 
loose. 

The pickled fish imported consists of herrings, ling, sardines, 
and mackerel received in casks. The imports in 1902 amounted 
to 252,075 kilogs., of the value of Rs. 70,535. 





RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
eae ie Embassy at St. Petersburg, transmitting a 
Mission to Persia. translation from the ‘‘ Trans-Caspian Review ” 

of 21st April/4th May, stating that an expedi- 
tion is proceeding from Moscow and St. Petersburg to the Persian 
Gulf and Bagdad, in order to study the conditions of trade, with a 
view to furthering the export of Russian goods to Persia. 


GERMANY. 
The ‘* Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 14th May states that 
the Berlin Association of Butter Merchants is 





sdidnantien offering the following prizes :— 
Wedtenn tin 1.—150/. for the best method of detecting 
“ tte the presence of palm oil in butter. 
een 2.—50l. for the best method of detecting the 


presence of lard in butter. 
3.-—50l. for the best method of detecting the presence of palm 


oil in lard. 
The methods must be of a nature which will allow them to be 


carried out in the course of one day in laboratories established for 
the purpose, and must be able to detect the presence of 15 per 
cent. of adulterating matter. The cost of the analysis must not 
exceed 6s. : 
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NETHERLANDS—JAVA. 


The recent report of H.M. Consul at Batavia, gives the following 
particulars of the tea exported from Java 

Tea Trade. during the years 1899-1903. 
Exports during the past five years have 








been :— 

Year. | Quantity. 

Lbs. 

1899 ine was ose one on pie sin ~ okt 12,841,702 
1900 bee ee ons a ed ee sd hin asl 15,406,984 
1901 nae bes oa oon ata om na ne one 16,750,872 
1902 ove ve bee Se a de tds ae we 16,911,166 
1903 ‘pe ae iis _ 4 ee oh ii | | 22,138,187 














The bulk of the export was shipped to the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom, but no reliable figures showing the actual 
quantities are obtainable. Of the 1903 exports, however, it may 
be taken that about 11,000,000 Ibs. found their way to the 
Amsterdam and about 9,000,000 lbs. to the London markets, the 
balance being distributed between Germany, Australia and Persia. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,163.) 


FRANCE—TUNIS. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Tunis reporting on the ex-. 
port trade of Tunis in cereals, from which the 
following extracts have been taken :— 

“Tunisian cereals are sold here at prices which vary, according: 
to the abundance or otherwise of the supply, from :— 





Export of Cereals 
from Tunis. 


For wheat suf de 18 to 20 francs per quintal, 
» oats ies ne: 12 to 14 ‘ i, 
os barley eee eee 14 to 16 ” ” 


and as the principal exports are wheat and barley in more or less 
quantities, 1 may without, I think, straying appreciably from actual 
fact, put down as a fair average price throughout, 16 francs per 
quintal, or 6/. 10s, per ton for cereals generally. 
: ‘The expenses of transport from Tunis to Marseilles amount to 

about 1 franc 75 cents per quintal, or 16s. per ton. 

‘“‘ Upon these various data I conclude therefore that— 

“1. The Regency of Tunis can, in a prosperous year like the 
present, furnish quite 130,000 tons of cereals for export to France. 

‘2. ‘To allow tor the introduction into France, free of duty, of 
this quantity of grain the French Exchequer must provide ‘ credits’ 
to the extent of 378,000/. 

‘3. The French mills pay for 130,000 tons thus imported about 
845,0000. 
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“4, On this transaction the Tunis ‘middleman’ collects some 
10,0007. to 12,0002. 

‘“‘5. The transport expenses from Tunis to Marseilles, including 
storage here, shipment and delivery, amount to about 100,0001., 
which sum naturally is mainly earned by the shipping trade. 

“6, And that the balance of about 730,000/. goes to the local 
producer who must, however, out of that sum provide for the 
transport of the produce by sea, rail or road from various parts of 
the Regency to Tunis itself.” 


FRANCE-—-INDO-CHINA. 


H.M. Consol at Pakhoi, in his recent report on the trade of French 
Indo-China, states that the erection of yarn 
Cotton 

iene mills, with the consequent demand for raw 

Cultivation. Rt nia , ag 
material, is leading to an extension in the 
cultivation of cotton by the natives, and is also attracting the 
attention of foreigners. Every encouragement is given by the 
Government, and various kinds of seeds have been distributed for 
experimenting with. So far the Egyptian and Indian varieties 

appear to be best adapted to the soil and climate. 

The export of cotton, podded and unpodded during the year 
1897 was nearly 5,000 tons, and the average for the four years 


1897-1900 was 2,547 tons. 


During the year 1902 the export was as follows :— 











—— Quantity. 
Tons. 
Tonkin and Annam ... sid ied oa me ied na ‘és 301 
Cochin-China and Cambodia... pee ‘ins aaa ies ‘ab Bes. 3127 








Estimates at present run to more than double the above 


figures. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,164.) 


The “ Bulletin Economique de l’Indo-Chine” publishes an article 
Tut eee on jute cultivation in Tonkin, from which the 

e Cultivation ~ ie Sage ete i 

in Tonkin ollowing details are extracted : 

The jute harvest in 1903 showed a sensible 

diminution on that of the preceding year. ‘This is to be accounted 
for by the different climatic conditions which prevailed in the two 
years. In 1902, the temperature was higher, and rain was more 
abundant during the months when the plant was maturing. 

In the opinion of the writer, Tonkin is an eminently suitable 
country for jute growing; its cultivation is at present confined to 
a few districts, but in these it is carried out on scientific lines. 
The natives, however, only use the bark for making thongs: the 
fibre is not utilised in any local industry. An attempt is being 
made to form a fibre industry at Tonkin, and thus absorb the crop 
near the centre of production. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 19th May, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 48,602, andthe number imported during 
the 20 weeks ended the 19th May was 

1,425,805. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 19th May, 1904, 3,478 bales, and for the 20 weeks, 

198,691. 

For further details see p. 378. 


FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Pakhoi, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, 
Weights and states — : Sagpetng an! rage — 
scope ea compulsory the use of French weights an 
measures in Cochin China. (Foreign Cffice, 
Annual Series, 3,164.) 


FRANCE—DAHOMEY. 
According to “ La Feuille de Renseignements” (the organ of the 
French Colonial Office), for April, the value of 
Trade in 1903. the imports into, and the exports from, the 
French Colony of Dahomey in 1903, as com- 
pared with 1902, was as shown in the following table: these 
tigures do not include bullion and specie. 























| 
——- | 1902. 1903. 
| Francs. Francs. 
Imports... sea ose jit one ae ..-| 15,729,243 11,264,258 
Exports we one _ ane ben | 13,548,886 | 9,540,066 
Totaltrade ... ... a 29.278,429 | 20,804,324 





These figures show a decrease of 4,464,985 frs. in the imports, 
and 4,008,820 frs. in the exports, making a decrease of 8,474,305 frs. 
in the total trade. ' 

The following table shows the value of some of the principal 
articles imported :-— 














ee 1902. 1903. 

Francs. Francs. 
Piece goods be bie pea oes oes on 5 ,226,0v0 3,604,000 
Machinery and railway material .., ase | 2,231,000 1,189,600 
Beverages oon in eee - ~ - 1,885,000 1,510,000 
Tobacco of all kinds ... sae dia tis oe 840,000 741,000 
Manioc from Lagos ... duce aa one ae 36,000 307,000 
i a 27,000 265.000 
Kefined sugar ... _ am oe -— nt 180,000 153,000 
Cotton thread ... cok eee he bee ééa 279, 00 145,000 
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The value of some of the principal articles exported was as 
follows :— 








—. 1902. 1903. 
Francs. Francs. 
Palm nuts nee eee viel oe ae ons 7,444,000 5,421,000 
Palm oil... eet shes det -" ioe a: 5,324,000 2,925,000 
Smoked fish... dies ide ‘si ‘ite si 329,000 601,000 














SPAIN. 


The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th May contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 
ese bd cm (premium of exchange ~ Paris) during the 
saeeal on aoe first fortnight of this month was 39°12 per cent., 
tienen. tn and that the corresponding reduction of the 
Ba aa rates of Customs duty payable in gold during 
the second fortnight will be 28 per cent. 





PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The ‘ Boletino Official de Mogambique” for 27th February, 
publishes statistics of the trade of that 

















tine “A in Province during the year 1903, from which tke 
19 * following table has been compiled :— 
a Imports. Exports. | Re-exports. Transit. 
Milreis. Milreis. Milreis. Milreis. 
Lourenco Marques... _..., 5,481,000 | 2,023,000 249,000 15,793,000 
Mozambique ae omni 840,000 381,000 33,000 — 
Quilimane ... ...  ..., 338,000 149,000 2,000 sate 
Chinde ... ...  ..| 530,000 194,000 | 240,000 98,000 
Inhambane ... adi fe. 402,000 203,000 | 3,000 — 
Total Milseis 7,591,000 | 2,950,000 527,000 15,891,000 
i 

















MOROCCO. 


Referring to the notice on p. 465 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
Denraciation ‘ of of 3rd December, a despatch has been received 
M P h Coi at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister and 

om mage. Consul-General at Tangier, reporting that there 
has recently .been a considerable improvement in the currency 
question in Morocco, and that the premium on Spanish coin has 
fallen in Tangier from about twenty per cent. to eight and-a-half 





@> 
“T 
a | 
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Miscellaneous. 





——- 


per cent., while in Fez it is only between one and two per cent. 
It is believed that at the coast towns the premium on Spanish coin 
has also fallen considerably. ‘The Customs administrators are now 
accepting payment of export duties in Moorish coinage, and as the 
export season will shortly be in full activity, it is expected that 
matters will still further improve. 





CONGO ‘FREE STATE. 


The ‘“ Dépéche Coloniale ” states that a new method of packing 

New Method of rubber for transport, tried on a vessel which 

Packine Rubber unloaded recently at Antwerp, has proved 
S * highly successful. 

Complaints have frequently been made by importers that, on its 
arrival in Europe, traces of pitch were found in rubber. This 
caused a deterioration in the quality of the product, and a conse- 
quent depreciation in its market value. 

Several of the more important firms in the Congo Free State, in 
order to obviate this inconvenience, have tried packing the rubber, 
when thoroughly dried, in layers composed of a new product which 
isolates it from the air and prevents oxidation. It is stated that 
this treatment increases the value of rubber by as much as 3 fr. 
per kilo. 





ARGENTINA. 


The following table showing the area sown with wheat and linseed, 
What end and the quantity harvested in the four principal 


Linseed Crops. ¢5m the recent report of H.M. Consul at 


























Rogario :— 
Wheat. | Linseed. 
Province. - — 
Quantity | Quantity 
Area. Harvested.|; Area. Harvested. 
| Hectares. Acres. Tons. Hectares.} Acres. Tons. 
Buenos Ayres... /1,330,856 | 3,287,214) 1,259,112 349,757 | 863,899) 307,431 
Santa Fé .-. 1,281,251 | 3,164,689) 793,230 656,366 |1,621,224| 282,086 
Cordoba ... ...| 705,767 | 1,743,244) 581,781 155,339 | 383,687) 66,482 
Entre Rios oe | 204,952 506,231; 104,730 96,008 | 237,139; 54,153 
Total, 1902-03 3,622,826 | 8,701,378) 2,738,853 ||1,257,470 |3,105,949| 710,152 
» 1903-04 — 10,485,325 —_—" 1,486,879 {3,672,591| 883,009* 














—_——t, 





* Estimated yield. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,157.) 




























agricultural provinces of the Argentine, is taken | 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 20 Weeks ended 19th May, 1904. : 
































Week ended yg g 8 || Week ended pete 
—_ 19th May, ; 19th May, | ,, 
1904. 19th May, 1904. - 19th May, 
. 1904. ; 1904. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales. ) ( Bales.) 
No. No, | No. | No. 
American .,,., cee - 33,539 | 1,009,471 | 1,475 125,498 
Brazilian _... a 2 — | 73,159 | 431 3,552 
East Indian ... _ - 6,052 115,101 | 78 24,351 
Kgyptian aoe sae hen 6.721 203,426 1,245 41,526 
Miscellaneous ene ove | 2,290* 24,643 || 249 3,764 
Total 1. ue ome} 48,602 | 1,425,805 | 3,478 198,691 
| | 








* Including 21 bales British West African, and 125 bales British West Indian. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of % bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 2lst May. 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 











Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
| 

Salma a. dd. s. a, 
Week ended 21st May, 1904 ___... a 2a 20 4 16 7 

Corresponding week in— | 
1897 ... en wie see ols “ul 2s 2 ¢«C«*# 17 10 
DR Soe Ws gs a oe a7 oY “6 6 21 5 
Re nea 25 2 23 8 7° 2 
SE ae ee eG a 23 «11 18 2 
Be eC tas! ee ee a 24 ly 8 
eS Se Se an ne wz 4 22 «6 
ede a ae | oe ee 23. 7 18 5 

















* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [mperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 1d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I. of the 
“ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1903, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th May:—State of the Labour Market in April; Recent 
Conciliation and Arbitration Cases and Collective Agreements ; 
Legal Cases affecting Labour ; Co-operative Productive Societies ; 
Prices of Bread, Wheat and Flour; Industrial Organisations 
Registered and Dissolved in the United Kingdom in 1903; 
Reports on Employment in the Principal Industries, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 

No. 3,161. Trade of Philadelphia and District for 1902. 

Increase of about 1,000,0000. fields—largest production on 


in direct imports from United record. 

Kingdom. Tables showing imports from 
Particulars of war and er- United Kingdom and British 

chant vessels under construc- Colonies. 

tion. Examination of export trade. 
Depression in iron and steel Shipping and agricultural 

trade. returns. 


Details of Pittsburg coal- 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,162. Trade of Kiungchow (Hoihow) for 1903. 


Decrease of 104,6017. in 
value of foreign goods im- 
ported: steady decline in 
foreign opium. 

Recovery of cotton goods 
principal feature of import 


trade: Indian cotton yarn most 
in demand. 
Exports generally decreased. 
Tables of imports, exports 
and shipping. 


No. 3,168. Trade of Java for 1903. 


‘Prosperous year for trade: 
sugar crop a record one. 

Details of other exports: 
coffee, tobacco, rice, tea, copra, 
indigo, teak, &c. 


Particulars of trade in cotton 
goods. 

Other imports: hardware, 
fertilisers, petroleum, coal, &c. 

Export, import and shipping 
returns. 


No. 3,164. French Indo-China from 1st October, 1903, to 29th February, 


Returns for first three 
quarters of 1903 show a large 
falling off in both imports and 
exports. 

Yunnan opium likely to dis- 
place to a great extent the 
Indian article. 

Details of agriculture: cul- 
tivation of pepper, rice and tea 
extending. 


1904. 


The erection of yarn mills is 
leading to an extension in the 
cultivation of /cotton by the 
natives, and is also attracting 
the attention of foreigners. 

New railways and telegraphs. 

Import, export and revenue 
returns. 


Estimates for 1904. 


No. 3,165. Trade of the Provinces of Galicia, The Asturias and Leon 
for 1903. 


Considerable growth in trade 
with the United Kingdom : 
decrease in coal and raw cot- 
ton; large increase in tex- 
tiles. 

Demand for steam trawlers 
for the fishing industry. 

Possibilities of developing 


export trade in vegetables and 
fruit. 

Suspension of harbour works 
owing to strikes, &c. 

Need for improved railway 
communication. 

Import, export, and ship- 
ping returns. 


This publication also contains reports from Ferrol, Gijon, Vigo 


and Villagarcia. 


No. 3,166. Trade and Agriculture of Pirwus and District for 1903. 


Steady increase in shipping, 
principally in Greek shipping, 
which now plays a prominent 
part in the carrying trade of 
the Mediterranean and Black 
Seas. 

Details of marble trade. 

Mineral resources of the 


This publication also contains a report on the trade of Laurium. 


country not yet fully deve- 
loped ; a number of applications 
for concessions are constantly 
under the consideration of the 
Government. 

‘Import, export, shipping, and 
agricultural returns. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Railway Accidents. Accidents and Casualties during the year ending 
31st December, 1908. Part II. Reports on Accidents. [ Cd. 2,067. | 
Price 1s. 3d. 


This publication contains reports to the Board of Trade by 
Inspecting Officers of the Railway Department upon certain 
accidents which have been inquired into; and reports by the 
Assistant Inspecting Officers on accidents to railway servants and 
other persons employed on railway premises. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 
































Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
413 British Guiana ... io - il esa one tian 3d. 
— Cyprus oe ate one we ws ade ws avi 3d. 
— | Bahamas ... we sai Pas oa ‘ine oie oo 1 a 
414 | Jamaica... i. ae ee és ve oe Bld. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price. 





26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 


Products ... 2d. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 











No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 

EUROPE — 3148 | Thessaly coe ... 1903) 2d. 
Belgium : 3166 | Pirzeus ... oo yy | Lbd. 

3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 
Navigation ... --1903;"'1d. Italy: 

3116 | Belgium: Finances and 3120 | Italy : Finances 1903) 13d, 
Commerce in 1902 and 3118 | South Italy _... = | oe 
Budget Estimates for 1904); 2d. || 605 | Changes in the Distribution 

604 | Canals and other Navigable of Works of Art in the 
Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d. Royal Galleries of 

Florence ... ove o».| Ld. 
Denmark : 

3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- Netherlands : 
tary) eis ...1902} 4d. || 3136 | Amsterdam 1903) 1d, 

3119 | Denmark (Financial 3163 | Java we oo 1 
condition) “wn 14d. 

3138 | Iceland... 19v0-02) 13d. Russia : 

3128 | Odessa ... dike ...1902| 24d. 
France and French Colonies: 3142 | Poland and Lithuania...1903) 24d. 

3146 | Calais ... .-.1903} 23d.|| 3115 | Rostov-on-Don .-.1902} 1}d. 

3149 | Cherbourg — ec 

3117 | Indo-China ---1902) 1d. Servia: 

3130 | Nantes... one ...1903) 1d, || 3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 

3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,. | 1d. months of 1903} 1d. 

3164 | Indo-China 1903-04) 1d. 

Spain : 
German Empire and Colonies : 3152 | Bilbao ... ...1903| 2}d. 

3145 | Chemnitz -..1903) 4d. || 3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 

$129 | Estimates of the German Leon ... .- ) oe 
Empire ---1904/ 1d. 

3153 | Germany 1903) 3d. Sweden : 

3137 | Pomerania eee yy | 2d. || 3123 | Sweden --- 1902-04) 13d, 

601 | Technical Instruction in 
Germany : Special Schools Switzerland : 
and Courses for Mechan- 3150 | Switzerland »-.1903} 4d. 
ical Engineering and 
Electro-Technics ... ...| 43d. Turkey: 

602 | Textile Technical Schools in 3154 | Aleppo and Adana _...1903) 2d. 
Germany: Development 3140 | Constantinople -- « | oe 
of the Textile Industries...| 5d. || 3160 | Trebizond + « Toe 

603 | Technical Schools in .Ger- 
many for Special Branches AFRICA— 
of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. || 3122 | Alexandria ... --.1902) 2d. 

608 | Special Schools for Ship | 8121 | Egypt ... ... 1887-1902) 23d. 
Engineers in Germany ...| 23d.|| 3135 | Liberia ... : .--1903) 1d. 

3141 | Tunis... i. » sn Pals 
Greece : 606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 

3126 | Greece: Finances 7d. in the East Africa Pro- 

3156 | Morea and Provinces tectorate ... _ | Ld. 
of Aitolia and Acarn- 607 | Country Produce Traffic on 
ania .-.1903) 13d. the Uganda Railway | Id. 


























May 26, 1904. ] 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


383 





Government Publications. 








No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
AMERICA, NORTH— Colombia : 
Mexico: 3114 | Colombia 2}d. 
$112 | Mexico... 21902} 23d. 
| Peru: 
3134 | Iquitos ... -+01903| 24. 
United States of America: 
3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and ASIA— 
Kentucky... .-.1903} 23d. China: 
3159 | New York ... ante 27. || 3151 | Hankow .--1903} 1}d. 
3161 | Philadelphia ... -» 55 | 2$d.|| 3162 | Kiungchow ... ns we 
$3144 | Texas ... ... wes 55 | 2$d.|| 3155 | Swatow... in alk a 
3127 | Tientsin .-» 1900-03): 64d. 
3158 |Wuhu ... xe «2 1 908} 44. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Argentina: Siam : 
3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03) 14d.|| 3143 | Chiengmai ---1902| 1}d. 
3157 | Rosario... --. 1903) 1d. 
| 
Chile: PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
3124 | Coquimbo 3d.\| 3132 | Samoa ... , --1903) 1d. 


























Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 





No. 





Price. 





EUROPE— 


parcels 


AMERICA, NORTH— 





Denmark : 


Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the en of i case 


Italy : 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... 


Spain : 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise.. 


United States of America: 

Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 

Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 

by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 


eee ese 2 





3d. 


hd. 


1d. 
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The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 

of ‘Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand ™ 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it. 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which © 


information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and ~ 


focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in — 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may. be addressed to - 
it, whether written or verbal. &§ 
The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and —& 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of © 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on applica. ~ 
tion being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information — 
with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; 7 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different? 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of % 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; © 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. = 
In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board” 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by > 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now cons" 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade,~ 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with” 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham © 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the @ 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire © 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 7 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and @ 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample @& 


he 


room at 73, Basinghall Street. Ee | 


The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through © 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and ~ 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The | 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the @ 
“Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the @ 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear~ — 

ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. & 
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